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West Side Story

Based on a conception of Jerome Robbins

Book by Arthur Laurents
Music by Leonard Bernstein
Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim

Entire Original Production
Directed & Choreographed by
Jerome Robbins

Originally Produced on Broadway by Robert
E. Griffith and Harold S. Prince

By Arrangement with Roger L. Stevens



From the Board President

Welcome to the final show of our 56th season and the return of a musical to
our stage for the first time since our 21/22 season!

On behalf of The West Allis Players, | want to thank you for joining us as we
wrap up another wonderful season of storytelling, laughter, drama, and com-
munity.

For over half a century, this group has been filled with diverse volunteers who
love the arts, our audiences, and the joy of live theatre. Whether you're a long-
time supporter or joining us for the first time, your choosing to join us means
the world to us.

As a proud non-profit organization, The West Allis Players relies on the gener-
osity of people like you to keep the magic alive. Ticket sales cover only a por-
tion of our costs, and every donation—no matter the size—helps us build sets,
design costumes, support local talent, and continue offering affordable, high-
quality performances to our community.

And if you’ve ever wondered what it’s like to be part of the show behind the
scenes, we’'d love to have you join us! Stop by the table in the lobby to learn
more about how you can help with costumes, lights, set construction, ushering,
or even stage crew. No experience necessary—just a love for theatre and a
willingness to pitch in.

Enjoy the show, and thank you for being part of our story.

-Mary Beth Topf
President, The West Allis Players

We regret any omission due to printing deadlines.

The video or audio recording of this performance by any
means is strictly prohibited.
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Director’s Notes

It has been 4 years since | have been able to wear the director’s hat. Though | have
been involved with the West Allis Players since 1983, | am thrilled to return and do
what | love most and help the West Allis Players bring back their annual summer
musical, which they had been doing since 1969.

Being a community theater, the Players have been a considerable force in our local
theater scene. I've always admired their ability to cultivate and promote the vast
talent pool we are lucky enough to have here in our community. By casting a di-
verse group of actors, singers, dancers, musicians, and designers they have always
excelled at recruiting a diverse group of young people & adults in their productions.

Putting this production together was certainly not without its challenges, but this
group of performers made it a true labor of love. Every hurdle was met with grace &
dignity.

| need to thank a few people who made this production possible. First & Foremost:
Peggy Link, who has been at my side for over 30 years and dozens of productions.
Your eye for detail and professionalism is a wonder to behold. Karen Winter:
Thanks for coming out of retirement to take on producing this show. | really appreci-
ate everything you do for our production team & cast. Wendy Traeger and Tina
Wozniak: my dynamic duo of vocal directing and choreographing. It was an amaz-
ing experience watching you two totally inspire this cast. Ken Miller, Ben Compton
& Ben Nowacek: Thanks for all the help in teaching our jets & sharks the very chal-
lenging art of combat staging. Steve Joyal: | am so glad that you agreed to take on
the Orchestra for this show. You assembled a wonderful group of first-rate musi-
cians for our pit and | am truly grateful for your friendship and awesome musician-
ship (especially with this very challenging score). Dave Kerhin: as always, you lent
a hand when needed and masterfully took on the sound design. Thanks, you're a
treasured friend. Pat Kerhin & Peggy Morrissy: Thanks for all you did for us in find-
ing all those period props. SuzAnn Campbell: I'm so glad | got to work with you
again. Over 40 shows together and counting... Victoria Hudziak: Thanks for your
sensitive and professional guidance in helping me navigate the intimacy scenes in
this production!

West Side Story is a love story first and foremost (Romeo & Juliet). It’s also (still) a
very timely piece. | hope its message can still strike a nerve with everyone who has
had their lives touched in some way by the still ever-present prejudices and racism
in society.

Special thanks to all the parents & volunteers who donated their time & talent to our
production.

To my cast & crew. Thanks for sticking with it. You are all a remarkably talented
group. | especially enjoyed all of you teaching this old dog some new tricks. You
have all earned the accolades and applause. | am so very proud of all of you !

—Scott Girmscheid / Director



Cast

In Order of Appearance

Riff (Leader of the Jets)

Bernado (Leader of the Sharks)

The Jets
Action
Diesel
A-Rab
Baby John

The Sharks

Chino
Luis
Moose
Pepe
Indio
Officer Krupke
Lieutenant Schrank
Tony (ex-learder of the Jets)
Gladhand
Maria

Anita (Bernado’s girl)

=

Owen Hoose
Ayden Sandoval

Harrison Stauffacher
Nick Mallon

Pip Buffington

Simon Phillips

Amaury Coronado
Jose Cruz Il
Braxton Koski
Johnathon Baker
Joseph Schaumberg-Merwin
Jack Lynch

Paul Pfannenstiel
Drew Running
Ash Mulholland
Melody Marks
Belle Marks



Cast ﬁ

o
Jet Girls
Graziella Heather Peterson Blachowski
Velma Emily Hintz
Minnie Ava Scott
Clarice Lila Isbell
Pauline Lindsay Przytarski
Debbie Heather Carroll
Shark Girls
Rosalia Ashley Grainger
Consuela Megan Griffith
Francisca Cailey Moran
Teresita Kianiz Torres
Estella Rachael Sieminski
Lola Lana Pearl Foster
Doc Kristopher Washington



Musical Synopsis E———

)
The Place: The Streets
The Time: Many different times in history
Actl

Scene 1: The Neighborhood Streets

Overture, Prologue Orchestra, Jets, Sharks

Jet Song Riff, Jets
Scene 2: Outside Doc’s Drugstore

Something’s Coming Tony
Scene 3: A Bridal Shop
Scene 4: A Gymnasium

The Dance at the Gym Jets, Sharks, Maria, Tony
Scene 4A: The Neighborhood Streets

Maria Tony
Scene 5: Maria’s Balcony

Tonight Maria, Tony
Scene 6: The Neighborhood Streets

America Anita, Sharks
Scene 7: Doc’s Drugstore

Cool Action, Jets
Scene 8: The Bridal Shop

One Hand, One Heart Tony, Maria
Scene 9: The Neighborhood Streets (The Rumble)

Tonight Quintet The Company



Musical Synopsis ﬁ

@
Act i

Scene 1: Maria’s Bedroom

| Feel Pretty Maria, Sharks

Somewhere Maria, Tony
Scene 2: The Neighborhood Streets

Gee, Officer Krupke Jets
Scene 3: Maria’s Bedroom

A Boy Like That Anita, Maria
Scene 4: Doc’s Drugstore
Scene 5: Doc’s Cellar
Scene 6: The Neighborhood Streets

One Hand, One Heart Finale The Company

Meet the Cast

Johnathon Baker (Pepe) is a student at lllinois State University and
is thrilled to perform in his first ever musical production. He’s a
trained dancer with performance experience in ballet, jazz and more,
and looks forward to broadening his dance skills in West Side Story.
Enjoy the show!

Peregrine (Pip) Buffington (A-Rab) is extraordinarily excited to
make their West Allis Players debut in West Side Story. Favorite
roles include Ollie (Kaleidoscope, 2023, Pink Umbrella Theater), To-
ny the Photographer (Portraits, 2024, Pink Umbrella Theater), and
performing in the ensemble/various roles in Pink Umbrella’s Into the
Spotlight, which debuts new pieces of theater in the disability can-
non. They hope you enjoy the show!

Heather Carroll (Debbie) is from Waterford and is a senior at ONU
in lllinois. Some favorite shows include The Little Prince (The
Snake), The Princess King (Prince Whiner), Charlotte's Web (The
Sheep) and The Tempest (Alonso/Ceres). She is very excited to
perform in her all-time favorite musical. Enjoy the show!



Amaury Coronado (Chino) is a senior at Wauwatosa East and is
excited to perform in his first production with the West Allis Players.
His favorite shows include Ride the Cyclone (Noel Gruber u/s), and
Lion King Jr. (Ed). He wants to thank his family and friends for al-
ways supporting his love for theater. He hopes you enjoy the show!

José Cruz Il (Luis) is a junior at Greenfield High School and is excit-
ed to perform in his fourth show! He also is honored to pay tribute to
his Puerto Rican culture presented in the show. He wants to thank
his family and friends, and his Greenfield Drama directors.

Ashley Grainger (Rosalia) is thrilled to perform in her first produc-
tion with the West Allis Players! She recently was seen in Cabaret at
the Racine Theatre Guild (Fritzie) as well as Honk! (Duckling) and
Pippin (Berthe) at Oak Creek High School. She is grateful for each
opportunity both on stage and backstage bringing shows to life. She
thanks her family and friends for their constant support helping her
to follow her dreams!

Megan Griffith (Consuela) recently completed two undergraduate
degrees in Vocal Performance and Choral/General Music Education
at UW-Stevens Point. She now is working toward her Master of Mu-
sic Education at UWSP. Previous shows include Mozart's Die Zau-
berfléte (The Queen of the Night) at UWSP, Cinderella (Ella in R&H)
at the American Gothic Performing Arts Festival, and Puccini's Suor
Angelica (Suor Osmina) with the International Lyric Academy in Vin-
cenza, ltaly.

Emily Hintz (Velma/Dance Captain) is a first-year OTD student at
Mount Mary. You may recognize her from the Menomonee Falls Pa-
tio’s Fiddler on the Roof, Carroll's Heathers (Duke) or Waukesha
Civic’'s The Play that Goes Wrong (Sandra). She wants to thank her
friends, family, her boyfriend Cooper, and God for their love and
support. Enjoy!

Owen Hoose (Riff) is a sophomore at Wauwatosa East and is
thrilled to share the stage with some of his friends in his fifth produc-
tion! Previous shows include The Lightning Thief, Ride The Cyclone
and The SpongeBob Musical. He thanks his amazingly supportive
friends and family!
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Lila Isbell (Clarice) is a freshman at Wauwatosa East and is ec-
static to perform in her 14th show as well as her very first commu-
nity theater show! Favorite previous shows include The Wizard of
Oz (Scarecrow) and The SpongeBob Musical (Ms. Puff). She
wants to thank her family and everyone involved in the show. En-
joy the show!

Braxton Koski (Moose) is a junior at New Berlin Eisenhower and
is grateful to perform in the show and meet so many new people
through the experience. Favorite productions include The Lion
King (Timon) and Annie (Rooster Hannigan). He wants to thank
his parents for always supporting him and encouraging him to fol-
low his dreams. He also wants to thank his best friend, Joseph, for
giving him the opportunity and confidence to audition.

Jack Lynch (Officer Krupke) has danced his way across the stage
in the West Allis Players’ productions of A Chorus Line and Evita.
More recently, Jack has appeared in the Sunset Playhouse pro-
ductions of Nuncrackers (Father Gus), Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat (Jacob), Grand Hotel (Rohne) and 9 fo 5
(Tinsworthy).

Nick Mallon (Diesel) is a photojournalist at Fox 6 News — Milwau-
kee, is excited to make his community theater debut with the West
Allis Players. He majored in music at Milwaukee Area Technical
College and is a proud member of the adult and bell choirs at St.
Matthias Catholic Church. He also is a multi-year film scoring win-
ner of the famous International Horror Hotel Film Festival held in
Cleveland, Ohio. He wants to thank his family and friends for re-
turning from intermission.

Belle Marks (Anita) is very excited to perform in her 15th produc-
tion! She currently is a senior dance major at Milwaukee High
School of the Arts. Along with dancing her heart out, Belle loves to
play trumpet in her school band and watch movies with her
friends. She wants to thank her family and friends for their contin-
ued support! Amo a mi familia en Puerto Rico, esto es para ti!
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Melody Marks (Maria) is a senior vocal major at Milwaukee High
School of the Arts and is thrilled to make her West Allis Players
debut! She previously was seen as Anna in First Stage’s Frozen
and Antigone in MHSA’s The Gospel at Colonus. She is incredi-
bly grateful to her friends and family for their unwavering support
and she dedicates this performance to her Abuelos. jDisfruta del
espectaculo!

Cailey Moran (Francisca) is thrilled to return to the stage to per-
form in West Side Story! Past roles include Lady Larkin (Once
Upon a Mattress), Rachel Brown (Inherit the Wind) and Juror #9
(Twelve Angry Jurors), along with ensemble performances in
You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown and Aida. She is deeply
grateful for this opportunity and for the unwavering support of her
family and friends.

Ash Mulholland (Gladhand) is a local performer in Milwaukee
and is stoked to perform in this rare production with the West Al-
lis Players! Her recent appearances include A Broadway Journey
2 (performer) and ensemble for both Evita and Jesus Christ Su-
perstar. She has made frequent appearances performing in other
theater companies like Pink Umbrella Theater and All In Produc-
tions. She wants to thank Scott Girmscheid for another oppor-
tunity after 13 years since graduation.

Lana Pearl Foster (Lola) is a Junior at the Chicago College of
Performing Arts and is working toward her BFA in Musical Thea-
tre. She is incredibly honored to perform in this wonderful show!
West Side Story always has had a special place in her heart. She
hopes you enjoy the show. jMuchas Gracias! :)

Heather Peterson Blachowski (Graziella/Dance Captain) is
thrilled to perform in her favorite musical! Heather trains with The
Milwaukee Ballet and Danceworks and was last seen in Mamma
Mia! with Forte Theatre. Favorite roles include Connie (A Chorus
Line), Keeri (Firebringer), Dorcas (Seven Brides for Seven Broth-
ers) and Brenda (Hairspray). She sings in the 1940s-style trio,
The Radio Rosies, and is mom to sons Aidan & Avery. Thank
you Scott, Wendy and Tina, for making my dream come true!
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Paul Pfannenstiel (Lieutenant Schrank) is thrilled to return to the
stage after an eight-year hiatus. He previously performed with
many groups in the area. Favorite shows include And Then There
Were None, Our Town, Merry Wives of Windsor, and Taming of
the Shrew. He is happy to work with Scott Girmscheid again and
appreciates the opportunity.

Simon Phillips (Baby John), a freshman at Wauwatosa East, is
incredibly hyped to perform in his seventh show! Favorite previous
roles include Kyle (Legally Blonde Jr.) and Peter Pan (Peter Pan
and Wendy). He wants to thank all of his friends, family and every-
one who helped with this incredible production. He hopes you find
the show cool!

Lindsay Przytarski (Pauline) is a junior at Heritage Christian and
is thrilled to make her debut with the West Allis Players! Previous
shows include The Little Mermaid (Andrina) and Peter and the
Starcatcher (Ted). She wants to thank her family and friends that
supported her and encouraged her to pursue this opportunity and
hopes everyone enjoys the show!

Drew Running (Tony) is ecstatic and grateful to return to the
stage after eight years! Since then, he has actively written, record-
ed, and performed music in multiple bands. Previous performanc-
es include The Addams Family (Pugsley), The Crucible (Judge
Hathorne) and West Side Story (Action). He wants to thank the
production team for giving him the opportunity, and the entire cast,
crew and pit for making the show possible!

Ayden Sandoval (Bernardo) is a sophomore at UW-Milwaukee
and is thrilled to perform in his 18th production! Favorite previous
shows include Les Misérables (Marius) and Anastasia (Dimitry).
He thanks the production team and his family and hopes you enjoy
the show!

Joseph Schaumberg-Merwin (/ndio) is a senior at New Berlin
Eisenhower, is ecstatic and thankful for the opportunity to perform
with the West Allis Players! He has a strong passion for singing,
acting and entertaining. This is his seventh theater performance.
His favorite roles include Conrad Birdie (Bye Bye Birdie) and
Mufasa (The Lion King Jr). He thanks his family, friends, neighbors
and fans for their support.
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Ava Scott (Minnie) is a sophomore at Loyola University of Chica-
go as a Theatre Major and Musical Theatre/Dance Minor and is
excited to perform in West Side Story! She previously was seen
in Anything Goes, Legally Blonde and Newsies. She hopes you
enjoy the show as much as she does!

Rachael Sieminski (Estella) is thrilled to return to the stage after
a very long hiatus. She’s a proud mama to four kids whom you
may have seen around First Stage or the Milwaukee German Im-
mersion School. She's incredibly thankful to Scott and the entire
production team for giving her this opportunity and to her family
for supporting her through this journey!

Harrison Stauffacher (Action) is a sophomore at MATC and is
thrilled to perform in their first production with the West Allis Play-
ers! Previous shows include Joseph and the Amazing Technicol-
or Dreamcoat (Joseph), The SpongeBob Musical (Patchy the Pi-
rate) and The Little Mermaid (Ensemble). They want to thank
everyone for coming and hope you enjoy the show!

Veronica Tooke (Anybodys) is grateful to join the cast of West
Side Story in her first production with the West Allis Players! She
currently is studying Communications at Alverno College, while
performing in theater during her spare time. Favorite shows in-
clude She Kills Monsters (Tilly), SIX: Teen Edition (Catherine
Parr) and Nuncrackers (Sr. Mary "Amnesia" Paul). Thanks for
comin', buddy boys!

Kianiz Torres (Teresita) is a senior at Greenfield and is excited
to perform in her third show! Previous shows include High School
Musical (Sharpay Evans) and Guys and Dolls (Sarah Brown).
She plans to pursue musical theater throughout her senior year
and college. She wants to thank her family and friends for all of
their support and encouragement.

Kristopher Washington (Doc) is a senior at Kent State Universi-
ty pursuing a BFA in Musical Theatre and is very excited to make
his West Allis Players debut. Favorite shows include A Chorus
Line (Ritchie Walters) at Sunset Playhouse and The Wiz
(Tinman/Scarecrow Understudy) at KSU. When he’s not on
stage, you can find him jogging and painting. He hopes you enjoy
this dramatic adventure of a musical.
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Production Team

d ﬁ

Director & Production Designer

Asst Director & SM Advisor

Producer
Vocal Music Director

Instrumental Music Director &
Conductor

Dance Choreographer

Dance Captains

Combat Choreographers

Intimacy Director

Sound Design & Technician
Lighting Technician

Properties

Costumes

Hair/Makeup Coordinator
Audition Pianist

Original Program Cover &
Poster Artwork
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Scott Girmscheid

Peggy Link
Karen Winter
Wendy Traeger

Steven Joyal

Tina Wozniak

Heather Peterson Blachowski,
Emily Hintz

Ken Miller, Ben Compton,
Ben Nowacek

Victoria Hudziak
Dave Kerhin
Aaron Prindiville

Patricia Kerhin,
Peggy Morrissey

SuzAnn Campbell,
Miller Cambell Costume Service

Liberty Sutter
Mark Mrozek

Charlie Makary



Production Team (cont.) =

Program Book Layout & Design

Scenic Construction
Poster & Banner Printing

Box Office & Concessions

Production Photography

Lobby Display

The Orchestra

Steven Joyal (Conductor)

Anne Widener (Reeds)

Jessica Zierer (Reeds)

Liana Gedemer (Bassoon)

Cameron Corragio (Trumpet)

Julie Steinbach Lovas (Horn)

Anthony Boettcher (Violin)
Ben Koenigs (Violin)
Ben Nowacek (Cello)

Jim Van Deusen (Percussion)
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Scott Fudali

Cast, Crew & Parents
Anchor Printing Co.

Friends and Families of the
Cast, Crew, and Orchestra

Guy Holling,
Sophia Bernhardt

Jessica Marks

Susan Gedemer (Piano)
Christina Beaupre (Reeds)

April Fehrman (Reeds)
Sam Lail (Trumpet)
Kathryn Krubsack (Horn)

Christopher Burns
(Trombone)

Courtney Falk (Flute)
Julie Roubik (Violin)
Helen Heyden (Bass)

Robert Fehrman (Drum Set)



Special Thanks

Matt Lesar (Nathan Hale HS)

Brand Safway Industries,
Milwaukee

Clearwing Systems, West Allis

Ruth Gearing
Jay Reinke (Longfellow MS)
Anchor Printing Co

KIDS from Wisconsin

Henry Kerhin
Christie Spears

The West Allis Players

Website
Information

Address

WAWM Youth Theater

West Milwaukee Intermediate
custodial staff

Tom & Dorothy Grimscheid
Dale Wagner

Dunn’s Sporting Goods
Carroll University

Atonement Lutheran Church,
Muskego

Zoya Udee

www.westallisplayers.org
info@westallisplayers.org

2450 South 68th Street

West Allis, WI 53219

Phone

414.604.4900

West Allis Players Angels

Katie Bivens

Tom & Dorothy Girmscheid

Katherine Beeson

Please consider becoming an Angel of the West Allis Players with
your tax-deductible gift to our non-profit organization. Your support is
greatly appreciated!
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Board of Directors ﬁ

President

Vice President
Secretary & Membership
Treasurer

Members at Large

Mary Beth Topf
Pat Breed Kaiser
Michael Jablonski
Mary Beth Topf
Dorie Templin

Scott Fudali

Bill Kaiser

Donna McMaster

Patricia Kerhin

President Emeritus Ray Nazer
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Diracted by
(fint Deterson

at the Cabaret
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St. Matthias Catholic CHurch
9206 W. Beloit St.
Milwaukee

Free Will DonaTions
accepTed AT The door
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THERE’S A PLACE FOR US AT
West Allis Player’s
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PRINTING, INC.
SIGNS & BANNERS

6211 W. Forest Home Avenue * Milwaukee, WI 53220
Phone: (414) 321-9421
print@anchorprint.com * www.anchorprint.com

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980 ¢ Full Service Printing




MILWAUKEE

New Member

Auditions
Wednesday, August 19

Slots are limited so schedule
your audition today!

milwaukeechoristers.org ¢ x -

PEDIATRICS

2524 E. Webster Place, Suite #301
Milwaukee, WI 53211
414-272-7009 phone

414-272-6261 fax

Serving Children age 0 - 21

Best Wishes

for a Great Show
Cast and Crew of
Westside 5*°‘7'
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Martin Luther

¥ HIGH SCHOOL
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5201 S 76" St. Greendale, Wl 53219

2026 -27 Theater Season
Fall, 2026: You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown!

Directed by Scott Girmscheid
Winter, 2027: The Diary of Anne Frank
Directed by Peggy Link
Spring, 2027: Much Ado About Nothing

Directed by Peggy Link

https://www.martinlutherhs.org/arts/theater/

1940s-60s-STYLE TRIO
Let It Be, Waukesha | 9/19 7-9 PM
$15 ADVANCE | $20 DOOR

CROOK & COMPANY

- EST. 2021 ~=

acrookmusic@gmail.com / 262-424-4448
crookandcompany.com
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New Berlin Eisenhower Theater presents

BASED ON AN ORIGINAL NEW STORY B
J.K. ROWLING, JACK THORNE & JOHN TIFFANY
\ PLAY BY JACK THORNE

November 13-22, 2026




This Page?
Yup...
Intentionally Left Blank

Well, except
for this text of course.

Use it to collect actors
signatures in the lobby
after the show maybe?

Or do a doodle during
intermission.
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Other Local Theater E———

If you love theater, why not show your support by
checking out one of these other upcoming local com-
munity theater shows?

The Merry Wives of Windsor

Summerstage of Delafield
July 16th thru August 1st
www.summerstageofdelafield.com

Legally Blonde: The Musical

Sunset Playhouse
July 16th thru August 9th
www.sunsetplayhouse.com

Disney’s Descendants The Musical

Lake Country Playhouse—Academy Show
July 23rd thru August 2nd
www.lakecountryplayhousewi.org

Mean Girls

Greendale Community Theatre
July 23rd thru August 1st
www.greendaletheatre.org

Willy Wonka

Waukesha Civic Theatre—Academy Show
July 24th thru August 2nd
www.waukeshacivictheatre.org
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ILITY ATTORNEYS

Kevin W. Haass, Attorney
414-224-8999
khaass@forwarddisability.com

10101 W. Greenfield Avenue, Suite 150
West Allis, WI 53214

Forwarddisability.com



Milwaukee
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RELOCATION GUIDE

YOUR GUIDE TO

MILWAUREE

Your go-to resource for neighborhoods, schools,
events, and everything that makes Milwaukee home.

DiscoverMilwaukee.com

®h = m® 9

NEIGHBORHOODS SCHOOLS EVENTS LOCAL RESOURCES

SCAN TO VISIT
OUR WEBSITE!




